Town of Provincetown
Visitors’ Service Board
Meeting Minutes from
February 23, 2009
Tourism Office 330 Commercial Street
Members present: Rob Tosner, Chair; Kathleen Fitzgerald, Vice Chair; Hersh Schwartz; James
Bakker, Michelle Haynes; Mick Rudd
Member absent: Michael Peregon and Mick Rudd (both excused)
Staff:
Sharon Lynn, Town Manager, David Gardner, Assistant Town Manager, Jackie
Kelly, Administrative Assistant – Tourism Office
Others:
The meeting was called to order at 3:15
Sharon Lynn, Town Manager, was here to present a request. In light of the Tourism Fund surplus,
and since the Board of Selectmen is looking at every available funding source to balance the budget,
the VSB will be asked to contribute to the Town’s finances.
After emphasizing that the VSB’s mandate is to promote Tourism in Town, and that the available
funds will most likely be required to that end, especially if the economy doesn’t rally soon, the Board
agreed to give $77,000 of the surplus to the general fund. Sharon Lynn, Town Manager, said that this
is a fair and considered offer, and that it will save essential services and jobs.
Members of the Board commented that it will be necessary to assure townsfolk that the engine that
feeds the local industry remains viable—and the onus remains on us to let the Town know that the
VSB brings in business. In effect, this is our own participation in a local “stimulus package” and is
seen as generating future money.
Motion: It is moved that the VSB will support an amount of $77,000 to go into the General
Fund, to be taken from the VSB surplus of $154,813.
Motion: Hersh Schwartz
Seconded: Michelle Haynes
5-0-0
Spirit Magazine is doing a one-day business forum on March 4, 2009 in Boston, and has offered us
participation at no charge. Rob Tosner will do the expo for the VSB and will take our 2 promotional
screens with him, which Michelle Haynes will arrange to return to us via Cape Air.
Mick Rudd will be the contact person from and to Marlo while Michelle Haynes and Rob Tosner are
temporarily away.
Motion to adjourn
Motion: Jim Bakker
Meeting was adjourned at 4:10pm

Seconded: Hersh Schwartz

5-0-0

Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Kelly

