Town of Provincetown
Visitors’ Service Board
Meeting Minutes from
March 18, 2009
Tourism Office 330 Commercial Street
Members present: Rob Tosner, Chair; Kathleen Fitzgerald, Vice Chair; Hersh Schwartz; James Bakker,
Michelle Haynes; Mick Rudd
Member absent:
Staff:

Michael Peregon, (excused)
David Gardner, Assistant Town Manager, Jackie Kelly, Administrative

Assistant – Tourism Office
The board discussed a proposed project, whereby artist Ralph Brancaccio wants to install temporary public
art in Provincetown. The large metal sculptures are Y shaped and each has a word affixed to the stem of
the Y (becoming Y care, Y AIDS, etc). The board agreed to support the project, and suggested an area
near the courtesy dock, in front of the Tourism Office and 2 other locations.
Motion: the VSB agrees to support the Y project in Provincetown from April to October, 2009. The
art must not block traffic and both the Town Manager and the artist will be named in the contract.
Motion: Hersh Schwartz
Seconded: Jim Bakker
5-0-0
Three interviews for Tourism Director are scheduled for Tuesday, March 24, starting at 3:45 pm, and each
will last 45 minutes.
The organizers of Fantasia Fair have requested 200 beach bags for a Transgender fair that they will be
attending in Philadelphia. This leaves sufficient number of bags for the GLBT expo, Tour Guide
Appreciation day and for the TIA travel expos in Los Angeles and Washington. Designing and ordering new
bags will be left as a project for the new TD.
Motion: the VSB will provide 200 bags, and pay for the shipping, to the organizers of Fantasia Fair
for a Philadelphia trade show.
Motion: Rob Tosner
Seconded: Jim Bakker
5-0-0
Don Knuuttila of the PBG outlined the plans for the GLBT Expo in New York. He will have 3 or 4 laptops,
sponsored by local businesses, to capture data from attendees, and plans to distribute 3,500 Provincetown
beach bags. Don asked for funding from the VSB to cover some of the PBG’s expenses for van rental.
There will be a “stuffing party” here on March 19 to load promotional material into bags in preparation for
distribution.
Motion: the VSB will reimburse expenses to transport bags in the amount 50% of the rental cost of
the van, not to exceed $500.
Motion: Rob Tosner
Seconded: Kathleen Fitzgerald
5-0-0

The recently printed Calendar of Events was included in each of the beach bag give-aways, as well as
having been included in the Town’s mailing of tax bills to all property owners.
Motion: it is agreed to print 5,000 additional Calendar of Events
Motion: Mick Rudd
Seconded: Hersh Schwartz

5-0-0

The reports for grantees Girl Splash and Women of Color were late, due to postal loss and other mishaps.
The discussion noted that the well-planned and well-advertised events did happen, brought many women
into Town, and the money is already budgeted.
.
Motion: payment on the grant applications is approved in the amounts of $1,500 for Girl Splash and
$2,500 for Women of Color. A note will be included with payment, stating that reports submitted in
2010 must be timely.
Motion: Mick Rudd
Seconded: Rob Tosner
5-0-0
There was a discussion of the 2009 Media Plan.
Motion: it is moved to go forward immediately with plans to advertise in New England Travel and in
Summer in the City, at a combined cost of $7,265.
Motion: Jim Bakker
Seconded: Kathleen Fitzgerald
5-0-0
Motion: it is moved that the VSB enter, as a one third share, into a coop ad with the PBG for
Passport Magazine, for the cost of $4,750, with the proviso that the VSB or the Marketing Subcommittee participates in or approves of the ad.
Motion: Mick Rudd
Seconded: Hersh Schwartz
5-0-0
Motion: it is moved that the VSB approve a contract for distribution of our material at the
Massachusetts Info Center.
Motion: Rob Tosner
Seconded: Jim Bakker
5-0-0
There was a discussion about the benefits of having an intern who is in a marketing program work in this
office. It is decided to have the new TD interview and make that decision.
An ongoing discussion about a copier/printer for the Tourism Office continued.
It is suggested that inquiries to the Tourism Office website be redirected to the Chamber and to the PBG
sites until ours is operational.

Approval of minutes:
01/21/09
Motion: Hersh Schwartz

Seconded: Jim Bakker

5-0-0

Seconded: Jim Bakker

5-0-0

Seconded: Mick Rudd

5-0-0

Seconded: Jim Bakker

3-0-0

Seconded: Jim Bakker

4-0-0

02/04/09
Motion: Hersh Schwartz
02/10/09
Motion: Hersh Schwartz
03/06/09
Motion: Kathleen Fitzgerald
03/02/09
Motion: Kathleen Fitzgerald

Motion to adjourn
Motion: Rob Tosner
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50pm

Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Kelly

Seconded: Kathleen Fitzgerald

5-0-0

