Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487-7020
Fax (508) 487-7040

PUBLIC MEETING
NOTE: THIS IS A REMOTE PARTICIPATION MEETING
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting
Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 23, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number
of people that may gather in one place, and Chapter 53 of the Acts of 2020, this meeting of the Provincetown
Board of Health will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific
information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties
with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Provincetown website, at
https://www.provincetown-ma.gov/. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to watch/listen and
participate in the meeting may do so in the following manner:
1. Watch on The Community Channel 99 and PTV GOV Channel 18, as well as an online livestream
of PTV GOV at http://www.provincetowntv.org/watch.html
2. To participate in this meeting, dial (833) 579-7589. When prompted, enter the following
conference number: 187 640 067#. Please do not speak until the chair or the meeting moderator
asks for public comments or questions. If possible, please mute your phone until you are called
upon to speak.
No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to
ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the
event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Provincetown website an audio
or video recording or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting.

The Provincetown Board of Health will hold a public meeting on
Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 4 p.m.

AGENDA
I. Public Comments
II. Public Hearings (Votes may be taken on any item)
a. Tobacco violations: 227 Commercial Street, d/b/a Essentials 2
b. Tobacco violations: 212 Bradford Street, d/b/a East End Market
III. New Business (Votes may be taken on any item)
a. Update on Provincetown Recovery Coalition efforts
i. Public health working group
1. Modeling
2. General government services under COVID-19
ii. Social services working group
iii. Front line working group
iv. Discussion: Future guidance for licensees and enforcement

b. Refund requests
c. ACOs:
IV. Old Business (Votes may be taken on any item)
V. Any other business that shall properly come before the Board (Votes may be taken)
VI. Approval of Minutes (Votes may be taken)
VII. Health Department Report (Votes may be taken)
VIII. Board Members’ Statements (Votes may be taken)

Posted by the Assistant Town Clerk www.provincetown-ma.gov, 05/11/2020, 10:30 am AR

Board of Health

PUBLIC HEARING
February 25, 2020
The Provincetown Board of Health will hold a meeting on Thursday, March 19, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.
in the Judge Welsh Room - Town Hall 260 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA for a
show-cause hearing on tobacco violations reported by compliance inspections submitted to the
Board of Health, to consider appropriate fines and/or penalties up to and including revocation of
permit to sell tobacco and tobacco products:
Essentials 2, 227 Commercial Street
East End Market, 212 Bradford Street
This meeting is open to the public.

Stephen Katsurinis, Chair

Posted by the Assistant Town Clerk, AR , 02/25/2020, 9:20 am
Banner posting: March 5 and March 12, 2020.

Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487‐7020
Fax (508) 487‐7040
AGENDA ACTION REQUEST

Board of Health Meeting Date: May 14, 2020 (continued from March 19, 2020)
DISCUSSION ITEM

TOPIC: Tobacco violation at E2 (227 Commercial Street)
REQUESTOR: Lezli Rowell
Bob Collett of the Cape Cod Regional Tobacco Control Program found an age violation at E2 (at
227 Commercial Street) upon inspection on January 17, 2020. Please see attached Tobacco
Compliance Check Form for details.
The Program inspections are performed under a state grant administered by the Barnstable
County Department of Health and Environment, to assure compliance with state and local
regulations. The regulations pertain to youth’s access to tobacco products; compliance checks
include assessing retailers for ID check for age prior to sale.
Your local Board of Health regulations are found at section 4000: Tobacco and Smoking
Regulations (with emphasis added):
4104. TOBACCO SALES TO PERSONS UNDER THE MINIMUM LEGAL SALES AGE
PROHIBITED:
1. No person shall sell tobacco products or permit tobacco products, as defined herein,
to be sold to a person under the minimum legal sales age; or not being the individual's
parent or legal guardian, give tobacco products, as defined herein, to a person under
the minimum legal sales age. The minimum legal sales age in Provincetown is 21.
2. Required Signage
a. A sign containing the following language shall be posted conspicuously by the owner
or other person in charge thereof in the shop or other place used to sell tobacco
products at retail:
Whoever sells a cigarette, chewing tobacco, snuff or any tobacco in any of its
forms to any person under the age of twenty‐one (21) or, not being his parent or

guardian, gives a cigarette, chewing tobacco, snuff or tobacco in any of its forms
to any person under the age of twenty‐one (21) shall be punished by a fine of
not less than one hundred dollars for the first offense, not less than two
hundred dollars for a second offense and not less than three hundred dollars for
any third or subsequent offense.
…
4. Identification: Each person selling or distributing tobacco or nicotine delivery
products shall verify the age of the purchaser by means of one of the
government‐issued photographic identification methods set forth below
containing the bearer's date of birth. Verification is required for any person
under the age of 27.
…
4115. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES
Article 2 of this Regulation may be enforced as follows:
1. Non‐Criminal Disposition
This regulation may be enforced by any Town police officer, enforcement officer(s), or
agents of the Town’s Board of Health. Whoever violates any provision of this regulation
may be penalized by a noncriminal disposition process as provided in G.L. c.40, §21D
and the Town’s non‐criminal disposition by‐law. If noncriminal disposition is elected,
then any person who violates any provision of this regulation shall be subject to the
following penalties:
First Offense: $100 fine
Second Offense: $200 fine
Third Offense: $300 fine
Fourth or Subsequent Offense: $300 fine
Subsequent offenses shall be determined as offenses occurring within two years of the
date of the first noticed offense. Each day or portion thereof shall constitute a separate
offense. If more than one, each condition violated shall constitute a separate offense.
BOARD OF HEALTH ACTION: It is a discretion call for the Board to decide, upon consideration of
the applicable regulations and any testimony from the vendor, whether to grant a warning, apply
the non‐criminal disposition fines for the violations noted upon County inspection, or issue the
state fine under a health order.
On November 27, 2019, Governor Charlie Baker signed into law An Act Modernizing Tobacco
Control. Historically, MGL Ch. 270, §6 has prohibited the sale of tobacco products to persons
under the minimum legal sales age. The new law has been expanded to prohibit the sale of ALL
flavored tobacco products, including menthol products, except for on‐site consumption only in
"Smoking Bars" (cigar bars, hookah bars, vape bars).
Included in this law is a rewrite regarding fines. For decades, the fining scheme in the state law
has been "not less than $100" for a first offense, "not less than $200" for a second offense and
"not less than $300" for a third or subsequent offense. The new mandated fining scheme is
$1,000 for a first offense, $2,000 for a second offense and $5,000 for a third or subsequent
offense within a 36‐month period. These new fines apply to violations regarding sales to persons

under the minimum legal sales age and sales of flavored tobacco product sales only. Guidance
from the CCRTCP and the Health Agents Coalition is to keep using BOH fining schedule for the
present, until guidance comes out, and to mail all licensees notice of the new State fining
schedule before implementing it. This fining scheme cannot be implemented with non‐criminal
disposition citations; Bob Collett advises fining as Health Enforcement Orders.
Please note, this licensee was before the Board previously for a 5/16/19 CCRTCP compliance
check; however, that was a pricing violation. For purposes of this discussion of a sale to persons
under the minimum legal age, this is a first offense.
Other notes:
The Board may choose to make one of the following motions, or a motion of their own
choosing:
Dispose of the violation with verbal warning, in consideration of widespread economic
difficulties due to COVID‐19.
Direct the Health Agent to issue a non‐criminal disposition citation fining for first offense
($100).
Direct the Health Agent to issue Health Enforcement Order fining for the first offense ($1000).
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487‐7020
Fax (508) 487‐7040
AGENDA ACTION REQUEST

Board of Health Meeting Date: May 14, 2020 (continued from March 19, 2020)
DISCUSSION ITEM

TOPIC: Tobacco violation at East End Market (212 Bradford Street)
REQUESTOR: Lezli Rowell
Bob Collett of the Cape Cod Regional Tobacco Control Program found an age violation at E2 (at
227 Commercial Street) upon inspection on January 17, 2020. Please see attached Tobacco
Compliance Check Form for details.
The Program inspections are performed under a state grant administered by the Barnstable
County Department of Health and Environment, to assure compliance with state and local
regulations. The regulations pertain to youth’s access to tobacco products; compliance checks
include assessing retailers for ID check for age prior to sale.
Your local Board of Health regulations are found at section 4000: Tobacco and Smoking
Regulations (with emphasis added):
4104. TOBACCO SALES TO PERSONS UNDER THE MINIMUM LEGAL SALES AGE
PROHIBITED:
1. No person shall sell tobacco products or permit tobacco products, as defined herein,
to be sold to a person under the minimum legal sales age; or not being the individual's
parent or legal guardian, give tobacco products, as defined herein, to a person under
the minimum legal sales age. The minimum legal sales age in Provincetown is 21.
2. Required Signage
a. A sign containing the following language shall be posted conspicuously by the owner
or other person in charge thereof in the shop or other place used to sell tobacco
products at retail:
Whoever sells a cigarette, chewing tobacco, snuff or any tobacco in any of its
forms to any person under the age of twenty‐one (21) or, not being his parent or
guardian, gives a cigarette, chewing tobacco, snuff or tobacco in any of its forms
to any person under the age of twenty‐one (21) shall be punished by a fine of
not less than one hundred dollars for the first offense, not less than two

hundred dollars for a second offense and not less than three hundred dollars for
any third or subsequent offense.
…
4. Identification: Each person selling or distributing tobacco or nicotine delivery
products shall verify the age of the purchaser by means of one of the
government‐issued photographic identification methods set forth below
containing the bearer's date of birth. Verification is required for any person
under the age of 27.
…
4115. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES
Article 2 of this Regulation may be enforced as follows:
1. Non‐Criminal Disposition
This regulation may be enforced by any Town police officer, enforcement officer(s), or
agents of the Town’s Board of Health. Whoever violates any provision of this regulation
may be penalized by a noncriminal disposition process as provided in G.L. c.40, §21D
and the Town’s non‐criminal disposition by‐law. If noncriminal disposition is elected,
then any person who violates any provision of this regulation shall be subject to the
following penalties:
First Offense: $100 fine
Second Offense: $200 fine
Third Offense: $300 fine
Fourth or Subsequent Offense: $300 fine
Subsequent offenses shall be determined as offenses occurring within two years of the
date of the first noticed offense. Each day or portion thereof shall constitute a separate
offense. If more than one, each condition violated shall constitute a separate offense.
BOARD OF HEALTH ACTION: It is a discretion call for the Board to decide, upon consideration of
the applicable regulations and any testimony from the vendor, whether to grant a warning,
apply the non‐criminal disposition fines for the violations noted upon County inspection, or
issue the state fine under a health order.
On November 27, 2019, Governor Charlie Baker signed into law An Act Modernizing Tobacco
Control. Historically, MGL Ch. 270, §6 has prohibited the sale of tobacco products to persons
under the minimum legal sales age. The new law has been expanded to prohibit the sale of ALL
flavored tobacco products, including menthol products, except for on‐site consumption only in
"Smoking Bars" (cigar bars, hookah bars, vape bars).
Included in this law is a rewrite regarding fines. For decades, the fining scheme in the state
law has been "not less than $100" for a first offense, "not less than $200" for a second offense
and "not less than $300" for a third or subsequent offense. The new mandated fining scheme
is $1,000 for a first offense, $2,000 for a second offense and $5,000 for a third or subsequent
offense within a 36‐month period. These new fines apply to violations regarding sales to
persons under the minimum legal sales age and sales of flavored tobacco product sales only.
Guidance from the CCRTCP and the Health Agents Coalition is to keep using BOH fining
schedule for the present, until guidance comes out, and to mail all licensees notice of the new

State fining schedule before implementing it. This fining scheme cannot be implemented with
non‐criminal disposition citations; Bob Collett advises fining as Health Enforcement Orders.
Please note, this licensee was before the Board previously for a 5/16/19 CCRTCP compliance
check; however, that was a pricing violation. For purposes of this discussion of a sale to persons
under the minimum legal age, this is a first offense.
Other notes:
The Board may choose to make one of the following motions, or a motion of their own
choosing:
Dispose of the violation with verbal warning, in consideration of widespread economic
difficulties due to COVID‐19.
Direct the Health Agent to issue a non‐criminal disposition citation fining for first offense
($100).
Direct the Health Agent to issue Health Enforcement Order fining for the first offense ($1000).
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Public Health Workgroup
Draft Report

For the Provincetown Recovery Coalition

COVID-19 Numbers
May 12, 2020

MASSACHUSETTS - 79,332 CASES

BARNSTABLE COUNTY - 1068 CASES

PROVINCETOWN - 27 CASES (0 ACTIVE CASES)

We will monitor
indicators of stress
to our local
infrastructure to
make data-informed
decisions about next
steps.

Our goal is to
reduce the spread
of COVID-19. Our
commitment to
protect public
health remains a
top prioirity.

Provincetown's Health Dashboard
Here’s what we’ll be tracking to ensure Town resources are not
overwhelmed and that we are able to keep the community safe

# of active COVID-19
cases in Provincetown

% of Town essential
personnel sick / quarantined
(Health, EMS, Police, Fire, DPW)

Testing capacity

# of ambulances out
of service

Provincetown's Health Dashboard
Here’s what we’ll be tracking to ensure Town resources are not
overwhelmed and that we are able to keep the community safe

Local health center
clinicians
sick/quarantined

Capacity at local
hospitals

Statewide intensive
care capacity

Confirmed cases
Cape-wide

When the Governor
lifts his order, we will
gradually re-open.

Provincetown
Recovery
Coalition

Using guidance from
the MA Department
of Public Health, we
will make decisions
that fit our local
circumstances and
put safety first.

At Risk Populations
Your health is important to us. In order to protect our
community, particularly the most vulnerable, we will open
Provincetown carefully and thoughtfully.
We will advocate for additional financial and other social
safety net protections for those who are at high risk of
complications from COVID-19 and cannot return to their jobs.

Mandatory safety
standards for workplaces
include:
Social distancing (6 ft
minimum)
Frequent handwashing
Frequent sanitization of
surfaces
Employee trainings
Plans for employee
absences
Maximum size for
gatherings (10 people at
the moment)

40

30

20

10

0

What We
Know Now
Item 1

Item 2

Item 3

Item 4

Item 5

INFECTION CONTROL
We are awaiting further
guidance from the State on
infection control protocol for
specific industries

Activities
that
Cannot
Occur
Safely
SUMMER 2020

INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT
INCLUDING CABARETS,
PERFORMANCES, ETC.
LARGE ATTRACTIONS
SHARED BATHROOMS IN
ACCOMMODATIONS
(EXCEPT FOR GROUPS
WHO SHELTERED
TOGETHER)
FOOD BUFFETS OR DRINK
SELF SERVICE (INCLUDING
COFFEE)

Activities
that
Cannot
Occur
Safely

LICENSED OUTDOOR
SMOKING AREAS OF
RESTAURANTS AND BARS
CRUISE SHIPS & BUS
TOURS
PUBLIC OR SEMI-PUBLIC
SHOWERS, SAUNAS, OR
STEAM ROOMS
Examples: gyms, marinas, and campgrounds

SUMMER 2020

STREET PERFORMERS/
BUSKING

Pending Operation Guidelines
WE WILL WAIT FOR GUIDELINES FROM THE
STATE ON SAFE OPERATION OF:
Restaurant table service (take-out/delivery is allowed)
Bars / nightclubs
Public pools / hot tubs
Hair salons, massage, body art
Gyms / yoga studios
Childcare / recreational camps
Lodging establishments

Town of Provincetown
Meeting of the
BOARD OF HEALTH
Thursday, April 16th, 2020

Judge Welsh Hearing Room, Provincetown Town Hall,
260 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA

PUBLIC MEETING
NOTE: THIS IS A REMOTE PARTICIPATION MEETING
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 23, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation
on the number of people that may gather in one place, and Chapter 53 of the Acts of 2020, this meeting
of the Provincetown Board of Health will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent
possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the
public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Provincetown website, at https://www.provincetown-ma.gov/. For this meeting, members of the public
who wish to watch/listen and participate in the meeting may do so in the following manner:
1. Watch on The Community Channel 99 and PTV GOV Channel 18, as well as an online
livestream of PTV GOV at http://www.provincetowntv.org/watch.html
2. To participate in this meeting, dial (833) 579-7589. When prompted, enter the following conference number: 182 480 636#. When prompted, state your name, then press #. Please do not
speak until the chair or the meeting moderator asks for public comments or questions. If possible, please mute your phone until you are called upon to speak.
No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made
to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means.
In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Provincetown website
an audio or video recording or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after
the meeting.
Board Members Present: Stephen Katsurinis, Chair; Dr. Susan Troyan, Vice Chair; Dr. Janet
Whelan; Dr. Elise Cozzi; Kalliope Chute, Chris Hartley, Alternate.
Board Members Absent: Irv Morgan.
Other attendees: Morgan Clark, Health Director; Lezli Rowell, Health Agent; Thaddeus Soule,
Town Planner as Moderator.
Mr. Soule conducts the roll call of board members present.
Stephen Katsurinis, Present
Susan Troyan, Present
Board of Health

April 16th, 2020
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Janet Whelan, Present
Elise Cozzi, Present
Kalliope Chute, Present
Chris Hartley, Absent (arrived as virtually present later in the meeting)
Irv Morgan, Absent

Call to Order: Mr. Katsurinis called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.
Ms. Rowell reads the preliminary information for the remote participation meeting process.
I. Public Comments
There were no public comments.
II. New Business
a. Affirm Emergency Public Health Order from joint meeting with Select Board (3/22/20)
continued from 3/25/20
Discussion: Mr. Katsurinis gives a brief history of the local order that the Board of Health jointly
issued with the Select Board, which was continued from the last meeting. Shortly after the local
emergency order was implemented, the Governor issued a public health order that was slightly
different. To alleviate confusion amongst the town’s people, the board decided to withdraw their
order and leave the Governors in place. The current order is set to expire on May 4th and Mr.
Katsurinis questions the board with what their actions will be leading up to this. He asks the board
to discuss the two scenarios that may occur. He wants to decide what the board wants to do if there
is a Governor’s order and if there is not a Governor’s order.
Before the discussion, Ms. Clark delivers a detailed report on the Governor’s stay at home order and
the overall effect of COVID-19 in Provincetown. She notes that the compliance in Provincetown is
excellent and social distancing is working, but we need to keep it up to maintain everyone’s safety.
She mentions testing has increased and new cases have dropped. However, she continues to say the
state cases’ are expected to peak in the next week or so, so we are not in the clear. She references
the calls she participates in everyday with emergency management, police, fire, and the partners in
health care and EMS to ensure the efforts are locally in sync with the County and State levels. She
briefly reviews the procedures of when and how a case is identified and the specific roles from the
Health Department/ Board of Health. Ms. Clark summarizes the daily operations, such as the phone
calls and emails that are received every day. Most calls are from folks who are upset with others
because they are not wearing masks or who they perceive not to be social distancing. She mentions
the mood is overall scared. She references two trends that the police have reported, which are that
mental health calls are up and Cape-wide illegal dumping is rampant. Ms. Clark explains that the
town is dealing with two public health threats, COVID-19 and everyone’s mental health and
wellbeing.
Ms. Clark concludes her report with how things are moving forward, especially working with the
Town Managers Recovery Coalition. She notes the Coalition is guided by data and science to help
plan for the future. She expresses her thankfulness and gratitude to each member of the board and
Ms. Rowell, the Health Agent.
Mr. Katsurinis opened it up to the board with any questions or comments for Ms. Clark.
Board of Health
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Susan Troyan- Starts of by saying if the governor decides to completely rescind the order without
anything in place, then she recommends to come back with their local order and continue with that
until things are in place. She notes that we still do not have the testing and tracking that is necessary
to start “opening up”. She believes that Provincetown is in a good place in terms of the community
spread and with what everyone is doing. She wants to make sure there is adequate Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) to begin to open. Dr. Troyan said she would like to start talking about a
gradual opening, once we know we can get adequate testing quickly. She emphasizes the goal is to
keep case numbers down.
Elise Cozzi- Adds that we should increase our own stay at home order if the Governor opens up our
state. She addresses the compiled data that shows a possibility of a second wave of cases that we
need to be aware of. She talks about the limited capacity and having to abide by certain safety
precautions. Her hope is that everyone will abide by these new safety precautions
Janet Whelan- Believes it is unlikely that the Governor will not extend his order beyond May 4th.
However, if he does not she thinks we need to be very pro-active as a community. She predicts we
will see more people and more problems if the order does not continue for the state.
Kalliope Chute- Echos what the other members have said about the re-open of this commonwealth.
She questions ways that we can increase mitigation of the virus as we conduct soft openings. She
proposes to ask those non-essential businesses, who will be aching for customers, to create new
business best management practices on how to set a guideline for mitigation. Ms. Chute says this
will allow them to be a part of the solution and take some ownership. She questions ways we can
make disinfectants more widely available to people. She would like to have a collaborative
conversation with Tourism about what the future will look like when it comes to re-opening the
town. She advises to add more voices to the conversations.
Stephen Katsurinis- Wants to put a clear message out to our town that says that no one should
worry that we, (board of health) are not going to act if there is a gap. He states we are not going to
let there be a gap. Mr. Katsurinis says he has received calls from folks who are concerned with the
possibility of the Governor not doing the “right thing” because he may be receiving pressure from
the President. He confirms that the Board of Health will do the right thing, regardless. He thinks it is
important to schedule a meeting to show the people that the board is watching this and prepared to
meet. Mr. Katsurinis asks the board if there is any objection to schedule a meeting.
There is no objection to schedule a meeting on May 4th, unless the governor extends roughly the
same order.
Mr. Katsurinis references Ms. Clark’s statement about dumping and says this is something under the
board’s purview in the scheme of town government. He proposes to discuss this topic at the next
scheduled meeting because it is a problem. Ms. Chute recommends increasing the fine for illegal
dumping to make it financially prohibitive. She stresses that there is no reason for illegal dumping
and would like to send a clear, stiff message up front, especially when it involves putting workers
health at risk. Mr. Katsurinis questions if they should ask for the availability of the Department of
Public Works (DPW) to clarify what services they are opening up and which ones they are keeping
closed. Ms. Rowell adds that if we were not in the middle of COVID, the board was already
scheduled to have a Solid Waste discussion as a topic on the agenda coming up this time of year
anyway. Ms. Clark says that it was intended to be a larger conversation and reach out to licensees
Board of Health
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and thus requires a lot of time and arrangement from the Health Department staff, which is not
feasible right now. Mr. Katurinis understands and confirms that the discussion will only be about
operations at the Transfer Station during this and future emergency orders.
Mr. Katsurinis mentions the reopening task force that Ms. Clark previously spoke upon. He
continues to say that the Town Manager has assured him that the “north star” to all this will be about
protecting the health and safety, so that the health care and emergency systems are not overwhelmed
by what is coming. He expects that Ms. Clark and himself will directly be involved to help shape the
planning and will bring back topics to the board to have discussions about the policy issues on what
it looks like in terms of opening. Mr. Katsurinis discusses the main challenges of creating local
solutions to a global pandemic.
Hearing no other comments or discussions, Mr. Katsurinis moves on to the next agenda item.
Chris Hartley appears in virtual meeting; arrival time is unknown.
b. 397A Commercial Street-Sewer Connection, Stacy Kanaga, Coastal Engineering presenting
public health connection request
Mr. Katsurinis recuses himself from this item so there is no appearance of impropriety. Dr. Troyan
continues as Chair.
Discussion: Ms. Clark explains this property has a failed cesspool; it is located right on the water. A
quick fix would not necessarily work in this case because the cesspool has collapsed. Ms. Clark
points out that at this time, the public health connection category has negative 111 gallons per day,
so this request would add to that deficit. However, the goal of the state of limited capacity has
always been to prioritize public health connections and adjustments to reallocate gallons can be
made. Brad Malo introduces himself as the engineer from Coastal Engineering Company. He
reinforces what Ms. Clark has previously said. He adds this precipitated by a proposal that was
submitted to elevate the two-bedroom unit; as a result, he says they need to address the septic issue.
He requests the board to send a recommendation to the water and sewer department for the
connection to the sewer.
Motion: Move that the property 397 Commercial Street presents a public health priority and shall
hereby be ordered to connect to the municipal sewer.

Motion: Dr. Cozzi

Seconded: Dr. Whelan

Vote: 5-0-0

Ms. Clark conducts a role call for each member:
Susan Troyan, Aye
Janet Whelan, Aye
Elise Cozzi, Aye
Kalliope Chute, Aye
Chris Hartley, Aye
Motion carries, unanimously.
Mr. Katsurinis returns to Chair.
Board of Health
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III. Old Business
No old business.
IV. Any Other Business That Shall Properly Come Before the Board
No other business.
V. Approval of Minutes
Motion: Move to approve the minutes of March 19th, March 22nd and March 25, 2020.
Motion: Dr. Whelan

Seconded: Dr. Cozzi

Vote: 6-0-0

Ms. Clark conducts a role call:
Stephen Katsurinis, Aye
Susan Troyan, Aye
Janet Whelan, Aye
Elise Cozzi, Aye
Kalliope Chute, Aye
Chris Hartley, Aye
Motion carries, unanimously.
VI. Health Department Report
Ms. Rowell provides details on the virtual Health Department and how business is being conducted
with the staff working remotely. She reiterates that the Health department is available to the public
by email and phone. Hard copies of materials are being submitted to the drop box outside the Town
Hall where Amy, the Office Manager scans and sends the documents to staff, who can review those
filings. She notes by virtual access she has continued with the many routine operations, such as
reviewing septic system inspection reports, processing permits for disposal system installations, and
conducting site inspections for closing out disposal system permits. She also adds she is busy with
processing food establishment license renewals/transfers and continues to schedule pre-operational
inspections for new/transfer food licensees. She mentions how staff has been attending numerous
conference calls on a weekly basis. She makes a quick note on continuing to work alongside the MIS
Department to assist in the transition of the new online permitting software system that is expected
to go live July 1st.
VII. Board Members’ Statements
Dr. Troyan- Thanks Ms. Clark for all her hours, Ms. Rowell for keeping up with the rest of the
work for the Health Department, and Mr. Katsurinis for having his leadership.
Mr. Katsurinis- Adds his support towards Ms. Clark and Ms. Rowell. He emphasizes what this
department has been able to do in such a short amount of time. He notes that the board and the town
is very fortunate to have such incredible staff.
Dr. Whelan- Mentions she is grateful to be part of this group and thanks all participants

Board of Health
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Adjournment:
Motion: To adjourn meeting.
Moved: Dr. Whelan

Seconded: Dr. Troyan

Vote: 6-0-0

Ms. Clark conducts a roll call:
Stephen Katsurinis, Aye
Susan Troyan, Aye
Janet Whelan, Aye
Elise Cozzi, Aye
Kalliope Chute, Aye
Chris Hartley, Aye
Meeting adjourns at 4:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Amy White

Approved by ___________________________ on ____________________, 2020

Board of Health
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Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657
Board of Health Meeting Date:

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487‐7020
Fax (508) 487‐7040
May 14, 2020

Health Department Report: Lezli Rowell
Virtual Health Department continues routine business: With Town Hall closed to the public and staff working
remotely due to COVID‐19 protocols, the Health Department remains available to the public via email and
phone, and hard copy submissions are taken via a drop‐box system. Pre‐application meetings take place via
the same meeting platform we are using for Board of Health, with participants emailed the link and dial in
information. The Department of Community Development asks applicants to forward plans and applicable
materials for review ahead of meetings, to the extent it is possible.
Plan Review and Pre‐Operational Inspections: Even with the COVID‐19 State of Emergency and economic
uncertainty, the Health Agent has participated in vigorous new or transferring food service establishment plan
reviews and inspection activities for this year. Eight plan reviews have been completed so far, with three more
known potential transfers pending. Of the new or transfer licenses, two are pending pre‐operational
inspections. For comparison, recall that I reported to the Board on 6/20/19 having processed 15 for last year
and Health Department records for 2018 indicated eight new food service establishment licenses that year.
Health Department ‘Take Out and Delivery’ food service guidelines: We have used email newsletters to assist
the business community, sharing information and resource links as COVID‐19 unfolded, with strong
engagement metrics. Health rolled out with the March 13th campaign “Top 5 Things Your Business can do to
Prepare for COVID‐19” offering Centers for Disease Control and MA Department of Public Health advice and
guidance for businesses (34% open rate); followed March 15th with the news on the Governor’s Orders
prohibiting gatherings and on‐premises food consumption (54%); announced the first extension of stay at
home advisory, with link to free ServSafe handlers online training (56%); and announced the second extension
of Governor’s Orders with link to National Restaurant Association guidance (60%). The Health Department is
working on a training to offer the food services establishments with take out and delivery best practices.
Letter of Support for Center for Coastal Studies ‘Healthy Estuaries’ grant application: The Health Agent
provided a letter of support for the agency proposing a water quality monitoring project to include
Provincetown Harbor, targeting alkalinity and pH as parameters to assess the impacts of coastal acidification.
Data to be collected, analyzed and disseminated has significance to the aquaculture industry as well as carbon
cycling and climate change concerns. I have attached the project proposal and support letter.

ATTACHMENT D

PRE-PROPOSAL COVER SHEET AND NARRATIVE COMPONENTS
MASSACHUSETS BAYS NATIONAL ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP
FY20 HEALTHY ESTUARIES GRANTS
Request for Response ENV 20 CZM 04

Name of Applicant:

Center for Coastal Studies_________________________

Contact Information
Name:

Amy Costa________________________________________________

Title:

Associate Scientist__________________________________________

Organization: Center for Coastal Studies____________________________________
Phone:

508-247-7743______________________________________________

Email:

acosta@coastalstudies.org_____________________________________

Address:

5 Holway Avenue, Provincetown, MA 02657______________________

Project Title: Monitoring Alkalinity and pH in the Coastal Waters of Cape Cod Bay to
Assess Impacts of Coastal Acidification__________________________
Target Assessment Area(s): Provincetown Harbor, Wellfleet Harbor, and_________
Bluefish Creek/Back River/Duxbury Bay_____________
Amount Requested:

$28,100_________________________________________

Match Amount (at least 25% of TOTAL project cost):
Total Project Cost:

$117,480_______________

$145,580___________________________________________

AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY:
__________________________________4/1/2020_
President and CEO
Date



Refer to MassBays’ 2017 Ecosystem Delineation and Assessment maps, available at

https://www.mass.gov/lists/2017-ecosystem-delineation-and-assessment-eda-20-maps

Project Need
Climate change is having an enormous impact on our oceans. The ocean is Earth’s largest carbon sink and has
absorbed over 90% of the extra energy from the enhanced greenhouse effect, playing a central role in regulating Earth’s
climate. This has come at a cost to our oceans. These rising temperatures and increasing inputs of carbon dioxide are
making the waters warmer and more acidic and in turn making many marine species and ecosystems increasingly
vulnerable.
There are regional differences in the way different ecosystems will respond to and be impacted climate change. The
impact of ocean acidification is intensified in colder bodies of water such as those off the coast of New England. This
area is naturally more acidic than other regions so that many of the organisms that live here are already close to the limit
that can be tolerated. Any increase in acidity, no matter how slight, could have dire impacts. The coastal areas of New
England are most at risk. The changes in acidity of coastal waters (coastal acidification) are more variable and therefore
less understood than changes in acidity of open ocean waters (ocean acidification). The chemistry of coastal waters is
more dynamic, primarily because of the much higher rates of biological productivity: CO2 uptake during photosynthesis
increases pH and release during respiration decreases pH. This cycling of high and low pH over daily and seasonal
cycles is amplified by nutrient input. Therefore, nearshore coastal waters in the Northeast, which are often enriched in
nutrients from anthropogenic inputs and where the majority of shellfishing takes place, are particularly vulnerable to
ecological and economic impacts of acidification. These areas also have the least amount of data with which to evaluate
changes in coastal acidification.
The Northeast Coastal Acidification Network (NECAN) held an Ocean and Coastal Acidification (OCA) stakeholder
workshop in Massachusetts in 2015. Among the findings of the workshop were that acidification cannot be examined
alone, but rather instead must be studied and monitored in concert with other water quality parameters related to
processes such as nutrient loading, which together with OCA can have synergistic negative effects on coastal habitats
and the shellfish and other organisms within. The importance of understanding and monitoring OCA has been
recognized at the federal and state levels. In 2015, the Massachusetts Legislature introduced a bill to establish a
taskforce to investigate the impact of increasingly acidic waters off the coast of Massachusetts on commercially
harvested or grown marine species. In November 2019, the first meeting was held. One of the first tasks of the
Massachusetts Commission on Ocean Acidification was to compile data on current or planned monitoring for OCA.
Although some monitoring programs record pH measurements, these are often not at a level of precision necessary to
detect changes. To date, the data needed to monitor levels or rates of change in acidity in the coastal waters of
Massachusetts are non-existent.
Because of our strong background and interest in climate change, water quality and environmental health, and the
regional coverage of our long-term, on-going monitoring programs, the Center for Coastal Studies (CCS) is uniquely
qualified to collect data to aid in our understanding of acidification and its impacts on our coastal waters. By including
coastal acidification measurements in our monitoring program, we will be able to enhance our environmental
monitoring capacity of Massachusetts’ coastal waters with an emphasis on the potential impacts of climate change
related ocean and coastal acidification and the associated impacts on marine habitats.
Project Goals include:
• Increase awareness of climate change and coastal acidification
• Evaluate potential relationships between eutrophication and rates of coastal acidification
• Provide data on trends in OCA parameters in the nearshore waters of Cape Cod Bay
• Mitigate ecological and economic impacts of coastal acidification
Anticipated Outcomes include:
• Expansion of CCS’s water quality monitoring program to include alkalinity and pH measurements at targeted
locations
• Examination of the relationship between alkalinity and salinity
• Investigation of the relationships between OCA parameters and nutrients
• Dissemination of the project outcomes and data with the commercial fishing and aquaculture industry, local
and state natural resource managers, and the general public

Relevance to MassBays Goals and Desired Outcomes
The proposed work addresses several of the data and research gaps identified in the MassBays’ CCMP. The data gaps
addressed by this project include: assessment of coastal acidification and quantification/valuation of impacts due
to climate change and reduced water quality. The research gap addressed is the cumulative impacts of climate
change, eutrophication, and toxic chemicals on “productive capacity” of Essential Fish Habitat. Additionally,
this project is relevant to several of MassBays’ goals and desired outcomes by addressing Strategy 1.1: Make new data
available, especially to address specific gaps in knowledge, Strategy 1.2: Support valid data collection and application,
and Strategy 2.1: Support and conduct research to address gaps in knowledge regarding ecosystem conditions and
functions.
Scope of Work
Alkalinity is one of the key parameters than can be measured that will increase our understanding of OCA. Alkalinity is
commonly referred to as the buffering capacity of seawater or the ability of water to resist change in pH by either
providing or absorbing a hydrogen ion. Routinely and systematically measuring alkalinity, especially in areas known to
be important to shellfish growth, production and harvesting, will enhance our capacity to monitor coastal acidification
and document the ecological and economic impacts of acidification in our coastal waters. Alkalinity was also the
parameter that was focused on during the Ocean Acidification Monitoring Blitz organized by NECAN in which over
50 water quality monitoring groups (including CCS) in 5 different states collected water for analysis.
We are proposing to enhance the environmental monitoring capacity at CCS by expanding our current water quality
monitoring program to include measuring parameters (alkalinity and pH) that are directly related to coastal acidification.
These data, taken in the context of the associated nutrient, chlorophyll, temperature, salinity and dissolved oxygen data
already being collected by CCS will provide a comprehensive look at the stressors of and impacts related to acidification
of Massachusetts’ coastal waters, providing key information on steps that can be taken to mitigate the associated
ecological and economic impacts. Our proposed tasks include:
-Task 1: Identify locations in three selected assessment areas to monitor for coastal acidification using historic water
quality data and input from harbormasters, natural resource officers, and shellfish constables
-Task 2: Collect samples and associated field data (temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen) summer of 2020 through
fall of 2021.
-Task 3: Analyze samples for nutrients, plant pigments, turbidity, alkalinity, and pH following methods detailed in
the CCS Laboratory Quality Assurance (QA) Plan, approved by MassDEP (available on request).
-Task 4: Analyze OCA data in the context of other water quality data collected during this project. This will provide
a comprehensive analysis of impacts and possible mitigation actions that could be taken at the local and state level.
-Task 5: Share data and outcomes of this project with the commercial fishing and aquaculture industry, local and
state natural resource managers, and present findings at local, regional, and international conferences.
Anticipated Timeline
Task 1: Identify sampling locations
Task 2: Collect samples and associated field data
Task 3: Laboratory analysis
Task 4: Data analysis and reporting
Task 5: Outreach and public education

June 2020
June 2020 – Oct 2021
June 2020 – Oct 2021
Nov-Dec 2021
Nov-Dec 2021

Project Partners and Anticipated Roles
In March of this year, CCS was awarded a grant through Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries’ Climate Change
Resilience in Fisheries and Aquaculture Grant Program for laboratory equipment necessary for monitoring OCA
parameters. This instrumentation is a state-of-the-art, high-performance integrated system for automatic sample
preparation and analysis. The cutting-edge technology of this instrument will produce highly accurate and precise data
at the detection level necessary for monitoring OCA. This proposed work will build on these start-up efforts.
Additionally, the data collected through the proposed project will ground-truth the developing technology behind OCA
in situ sensors and supplement data necessary to calculate related carbonate system parameters including saturation
states of biologically important calcium carbonate minerals (important to calcifying species such as oysters and clams).
For example, we will collaborate with the Cape Cod Cooperative Extension who will be deploying continuously
recording pCO2 and pH sensors in several of the locations we’re targeting for this proposal (e.g. Wellfleet, Duxbury).

Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Department of Health
Telephone (508) 487‐7020
Fax (508) 487‐7040

April 28, 2020
Prassede Vella
Massachusetts Bays National Estuary Partnership
251 Causeway St., Suite 800
Boston, MA 02114
Dear Ms. Vella,
As the Agent for the Provincetown Board of Health, I support the Center for Coastal Studies (CCS)
monitoring program proposal to address impacts of acidification in our coastal waters.
The Board of Health is interested in understanding and protecting the water quality of
Provincetown Harbor. The work CCS has been doing for the past 15 years to monitor the water
quality of these waters is a valued supplement to the data of our bathing beach water quality
testing program required by 105 CMR 445. Enhanced knowledge of coastal acidification
parameters would be beneficial, given the importance of shellfish and aquaculture in our
surrounding waters.
We understand the Provincetown Conservation Commission will work closely with CCS to
determine the best monitoring locations and with the interpretation of results. We anticipate
working with those partners to assist with outreach and public education as needed. CCS has
played a vital role in monitoring the coastal waters of Cape Cod for nutrients and other sources
of pollution. We look forward to Provincetown’s collaboration with CCS on this new initiative.
Sincerely,

Lezli Rowell,
Health Agent
Town of Provincetown

