Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487-7020
Fax (508) 487-7040

PUBLIC MEETING
NOTE: THIS IS A REMOTE PARTICIPATION MEETING
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting
Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 23, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the
number of people that may gather in one place, and Chapter 53 of the Acts of 2020, this meeting of the
Provincetown Board of Health will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible.
Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or
parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Provincetown website,
at https://www.provincetown-ma.gov/. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to watch/listen
and participate in the meeting may do so in the following manner:
1. Watch on The Community Channel 99 and PTV GOV Channel 18, as well as an online livestream of
PTV GOV at http://www.provincetowntv.org/watch.html
2. To participate in this meeting, dial (833) 579-7589. When prompted, enter the following conference
number: 554 199 535#. Please do not speak until the chair or the meeting moderator asks for public
comments or questions. If possible, please mute your phone until you are called upon to speak.
No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to
ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the
event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Provincetown website an audio
or video recording or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting.

The Provincetown Board of Health will hold a public meeting on Thursday, April 15, 2021
at 4 p.m. in the Judge Welsh Room at Provincetown Town Hall, 260 Commercial Street,
Provincetown, MA.

AGENDA
I. Public Hearing
a. Board of Health Review of Petitioned Articles for May 1, 2021 Annual and
Special Town Meetings
II. Public Comments
III. New Business (Votes may be taken on any item)
a. Administrative Consent Order (ACO):
i. 3 Carver Street
b. 19 Central Ave., Unit 4: Deed Restriction request for an Artist Studio
c. 5 Fishburn Court, Local Upgrade Approval request: J.C. Ellis Design
Company, Inc., presenting
d. Update on COVID-19 efforts
IV. Old Business (Votes may be taken on any item)
V. Any other business that shall properly come before the Board (Votes may be taken)
VI. Approval of Minutes (Votes may be taken)
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VII. Health Department Report (Votes may be taken)
VIII. Board Members’ Statements (Votes may be taken)

Posted by the Town Clerk: www.provincetown-ma.gov, 04/12/2021, 3:00 pm AR

2

Board of Health

Public Hearing
February 18, 2021
In accordance with §2-3-g.6 of the Provincetown Charter, the Provincetown Board of Health will
hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 4:00 pm in the Judge Welsh Hearing
Room, Town Hall, 260 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA to determine the number of
Board members in favor or opposed to the petitioned articles concerning public health for
the May 1, 2021 Annual and Special Town Meetings.

Steve Katsurinis, Chair
Posted by the Town Clerk, : 02/18/2021, 10:40 am AR
Printed in the Banner: 3/25/21 and 4/1/21.
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See posted warrant:
https://www.provincetown‐
ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View
/13857/FINAL‐ATM‐Warrant
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New Business:
ACO: 3 Carver Street
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Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487-7020
Fax (508) 487-7040

AGENDA ACTION REQUEST
Board of Health Meeting Date:
April 15, 2021
Project Location: 3 Carver Street
Applicant Name: 3 Carver Street Condominiums
Representative:
Date Requested: 2/10/21

Map & Parcel:

Title 5 Variance Request:
Board of Health Variance Request:
Administrative Consent Order Request:
Other:

Yes
Yes
Yes

X

11‐1‐13‐‐001 /002/003/004
No X
No X
No

HEALTH AGENT’S REPORT: Reviewing Health Agent, Lezli Rowell
Following a Title 5 Septic Inspection Report filing, the Health Department conducted the usual
file review. The Health Agent determined that the existing configuration is an assortment of
repairs and was constructed without engineering plans or calculated design flow. The Health
Agent contacted property representatives and scheduled a flow review of each unit, and has
subsequently re‐inspected one of the units with the Building Department. Planning for sewer
connection is a more durable path than installing on‐site septic under the current Title 5 code,
given the limitations of the site.
The property requires a flow of 770 gallons for a total of 7 bedrooms, as determined by staff
walk‐through and inspection of all units on this property. The results are attached. The Health
Agent recommends an ACO for each unit, as follows: Unit #1 – 2 BR; Unit #2 – 1 BR; Unit #3 – 1
BR; Unit #4 – 3 BR.
According to the sewer team, the existing vacuum sewer system serves this potion of Carver
Street; however, we would need to install a new vacuum structure to serve them. There is
feasibility at some point. The proposed the “quick fix” would be to continue with the frequency
of septic inspection for condominiums, every three years, and perform any recommended
repairs under benefit of a Disposal System Construction Permit (DSCP) for components.
1
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The Board may make one of the following motions, or a motion of their own choosing:
Motion: Move that 3 Carver Street be subject to Administrative Consent Orders (ACO)
for all units on the property, with the stipulation of Title 5 septic inspections every
three years, and all improvements or repairs recommended by the inspector under
proper permit.
Motion: Move that the property at 3 Carver Street is ordered to design a Title 5
compliant sewage disposal system with capacity for the 7‐bedroom flow (770 gpd) as
replacement for the antiquated on‐site septic.
BOARD OF HEALTH ACTION
Motion:
Moved:
Seconded:
Vote:

2
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3 Carver Street
REVISED FLOW REVIEW for ACO
Use: 4 Unit Residential Condominium
Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4
Total

Unit of
Measure
Bedrooms
Bedrooms
Bedrooms
Bedrooms

Quantity

Prepared by L. Rowell
8
4/12/2021

2
1
1
3
7

Type of
Flow
Gallons
(GPD)
110
220
110
110
110
110
110
330
770

Page 1

New Business:
Deed Restriction
Request:
19 Central Ave., Unit 4
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Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487‐7020
Fax (508) 487‐7040
AGENDA ACTION REQUEST

Board of Health Meeting Date:

April 15, 2021 (Continued from March 18, 2021)

Project Location: 19 Central Street, Unit 4
Applicant Name: 19 CENTRAL STREET PARTNERS
Applicant: Jay Abbiuso, General Contractor
Date Requested:
3/2/21
Map & Parcel: 7‐2‐101‐3‐004
Title 5 Variance Request:
Yes
No X
Board of Health Variance Request:
Yes
No X
Administrative Consent Order Request:
Yes
No X
Other: Deed restriction for Artist Studio at 19 Central Street, Unit 4
HEALTH AGENT’S REPORT: Reviewing Health Agent, Lezli Rowell
Building permit application BLD‐20‐2127 has been flagged for Board of Health review and
consideration whether you will permit up to a half‐bath in the structure as a proposed Artist
Studio, under Provincetown regulations:
See 648. REGULATIONS REGARDING STUDIOS AND WORKSHOPS [emphasis
added]
Because Provincetown Zoning By‐Laws allows for Artist’s Studios, and 310 CMR
15.000 does not provide septic system flow design criteria for this use, this
regulation promulgates a design flow for Artist’s Studios. All other applicable
sections of 310 CMR 15.000 and 248 CMR 10.000, including the requirement of
diversion of hazardous wastes shall apply to Artist’s Studios.
There is no flow associated with a properly permitted Artist’s Studio. To be
considered an Artist’s Studio that has no effect on the total wastewater design
flow of the property, the structure shall not have bathing facilities (shower or tub)
indoors or outdoors. Plans to provide an accessory structure with bathing facilities
shall subject the project to all applicable Zoning and Growth Management By‐Laws
and reviews regarding dwellings. In order to receive a permit from the Health
1
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Department for an Artist’s Studio that does not effect the total wastewater design
flow of the property, the structure shall be referenced in a deed restriction that
states that the structure shall not be used for sleeping purposes and recorded at
the Barnstable County Registry of Deeds.
Proof of recording shall be provided to the Health Department prior to the closure
of any Community Development permits.
There is no Title 5 wastewater design flow on the Sewer for Unit #4, with 0 gallons of flow
allocated. (Unit #1 is a commercial property with 38 gpd; Units #2 and #3 are each 1‐BR/110 gpd
residential properties). The Building Department notes advertisements listing this unit as a studio
with full bath; however, Health regulations permit only 1/2 bath with a BOH approved deed
restriction, as outlined above. The Applicant's engineer’s letter refers to this structure as a
"dilapidated shed" used for storage. There is no existing bathroom.
The Applicant’s updated plans show a gross floor area of approximately 96 square feet, of which
the studio space is about 70 square feet (9’ x 7’10”), at first blush meeting the Minimum Standards
of Fitness for Human Habitation at 105 CMR 410.400 (B): In a dwelling unit, every room occupied
for sleeping purposes by one occupant shall contain at least 70 square feet of floor space; however,
the sketch does not provide ceiling height information to further assess if this space meets the
bedroom definition at .401 (A): No room shall be considered habitable if more than ¾ of its floor
area has a floor‐to‐ceiling height of less than seven feet. The plan notation “Vaulted Ceiling”
implies it does. The floor plan depicts a powder room (sink and toilet, or half‐bath) and closet with
hot water heater.
I am looking for the Board’s direction on the matter of permitting any level of new fixtures under
these circumstances. The applicant has contacted my office expressing interest to include a half‐
bath in the renovation and willingness to record a deed restriction.
This is a tool that can be used by the Health Department to allow remodeling resulting in a room
that may inadvertently meet the bedroom definition to support a different use, as explained
within the Artist Studio regulation, while ensuring that the capacity of the property is
memorialized for any future ownership. The applicant attaches the Assessor’s ‘Property Summary
Report’ with highlight on the “Condo Style” field to demonstrate the description as an Artist Studio
as a record of this use.
I have attached the template based on the document from a recent application where the Board
allowed the Agent to sign administratively, as is the case for properties with on‐site septic systems.
If the Board approves this request and agrees with the mechanism, I will sign administratively as
your Agent due to virtual meeting protocols.
Other notes: The Board may choose to make one of the following motions, or a motion of their
own choosing:
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To deny the requested Deed Restriction for 19 Central Street, Unit 4, requiring sufficient
alteration to the proposed floor plans to avoid any new plumbing, in order for Health to
approve a Building Permit.
To approve the Deed Restriction for 19 Central Street, Unit 4, and permit the Health
Agent to sign on the Board’s behalf.
To approve the Deed Restriction for 19 Central Street, Unit 4, with distribution of the
document to secure the Board’s signatures.

BOARD OF HEALTH ACTION
Motion:
Moved:
Seconded:
Vote:

3
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TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN - PROPERTY SUMMARY REPORT
PARCEL

7-2-101-3-004

KEY:

1297

LOCATION: 19 CENTRAL ST U4

CURRENT OWNER

FY' 2015 PARCEL VALUE

19 CENTRAL STREET PARTNERS LLC,

LAND VAL:

$0.00

231 NEWTONVILLE AVE

BUILDING VAL:

$42,600.00

DETACH VAL:

$0.00

APPR VAL:

$42,600.00

TAX VAL:

$42,600.00

NEWTON, MA 02458
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STATE CLASS:

1022

ZONING:

Res3

DESCRIPTION:

CONDO ACC IMP

BILL SQ FT:

4774

SALES HISTORY
OWNER

SALE TYPE BOOK / PAGE

SALE DATE

SALE PRICE

19 CENTRAL STREET PARTNERS LLC

V

32762 / 174

16-Mar-2020

$ 495,000

ESTATE OF RICHARD B SMITH TR

H

32762 / 181

16-Mar-2020

$0

RICHARD B SMITH TR

F

17617 / 43

10-Sep-2003

$1

RACE RUN REALTY TR

CC

11847 / 314

18-Nov-1998

$0

BUILDING

1

KEY: 1297

YEAR BUILT

1850

STYLE

CONDO

QUALITY

A-

NET SF

104

DATE MEASURED

26-Dec-2015

DATE LISTED

26-Dec-2015

LOCATION: 19 CENTRAL ST U4

ELEMENT

DESCRIPTION

CD

CAPACITY

UNIT

CONDITION

DESCRIPTION

CD

COMPLEX

RACE RUN

220

STORIES

1

EXTERIOR

AVERAGE

A

CONDO STYLE ARTIST STUDIO

8

ROOMS

1

INTERIOR

AVERAGE

A

EXT. COVER

WOOD

1

BEDROOMS

0

KITCHEN

NONE

N

NBHD

TOWN CENTER

3

FULL BATHS

0

BATHS

NONE

N

VIEW\LOC

NONE

1

HALF BATHS

0

HEAT

NONE

N

ELECT

AVERAGE

A

NET ADJ( MKT) 100

100

TOT

0

HEATING/COOL NONE

13

# OF UNITS

0

FUEL SOURCE NONE

8

KITCHENS

0

BEACH RIGHTS NO

1

AFFORD.HSG

0

FIREPLACE

99

0 FPL

14

15

16

Key:

Town of Provincetown - Fiscal Year 2021

1297
CURRENT OWNER

L
E
G
A
L

RICHARD B SMITH TR
C/O 19 CENTRAL STREET PARTNERS
231 NEWTONVILLE AVE
NEWTON, MA 02458

CD

T

AC/SF/UN

LOCATION

CLASS

CLASS%

7-2-101-3-004

19-U4 CENTRAL ST

1022

100

TRANSFER HISTORY

DOS

19 CENTRAL STREET PARTNER
ESTATE OF RICHARD B SMITH
RICHARD B SMITH TR

Nbhd

Infl1

Infl2

8/7/2020

PARCEL ID

ADJ BASE

SAF

Use

T

SALE PRICE

03/16/2020 V
03/16/2020 H
09/10/2003 F
Lpi

VC

BK-PG (Cert)

PMT NO

ADJ VALUE

CURRENT

PREVIOUS

BN ID

SEQ #: 1,208
BN

CONDO ACC IMP

PMT DT

495,000 32762-174
32762-181
1 17617-43
CREDIT AMT

9:44 am

DESCRIPTION
TY

DESC

CARD
1 of 1

1

AMOUNT

16 SKETCH UPDAT
42 INSP DATA QU

INSP
03/17/2011
07/09/2009

BY

1st

RF
CB

100 100
0
0

%

L
A
N
D

TOTAL

FRNT

68

ASSESSED

N
O
T
E

Infl1
Infl2
TY

R3

ZONING

4,774 SF

Nbhd

QUAL

COND

DIM/NOTE

YB

UNITS

ADJ PRICE

RCNLD

LAND
BUILDING
DETACHED
OTHER

0
42,600
0
0

0
41,400
0
0

TOTAL

42,600

41,400

PHOTO

12/26/2015

D
E
T
A
C
H
E
D

BLDG COMMENTS
BUILDING
CD
ADJ
10
MODEL
1
1.00
STYLE
A- 0.90
B QUALITY
1
1.00
U FRAME
I
1850
YEAR
BLT
L
104
D NET AREA
I $NLA(RCN)
$512
N
CAPACITY
G
STORIES
ROOMS
BEDROOMS
FULL BATHS
HALF BATHS
TOT FIXTURES
# OF UNITS
KITCHENS
AFFORD.HSG UN

DESC
CONDO
CONDO [100%]
MINUS AVE [100%]
WOOD FRAME [100%]
SIZE ADJ

1.000

DETAIL ADJ

1.290

OVERALL

1.000

UNITS
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

ADJ
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00

MEASURE

12/26/2015

CB

LIST

12/26/2015

NOH

2/19/2016

RF

REVIEW
ELEMENT
COMPLEX
CONDO STYLE
EXT. COVER
NBHD
VIEW\LOC
NET ADJ( MKT)
HEATING/COOL
FUEL SOURCE
BEACH RIGHTS
FIREPLACE
BASEMENT
SEPTIC FIELD

CD
220
8
1
3
1
100
13
8
1
99
1
0

DESCRIPTION
RACE RUN
ARTIST STUDIO
WOOD SHINGLE
TOWN CENTER
NONE
100
NONE
NONE
NO
0 FPL
NONE

ADJ
1.20
0.50
1.00
2.15
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
0.00
0.00
1.00
1.00

S

BAT

A BAS
NOB

T

DESCRIPTION

L BAS CONDO AREA
O NO FULL BATH

UNITS
104
1

YB
1850

ADJ PRICE
613.45
-10,527.00

RCN
63,799
-10,527

TOTAL RCN
CONDITION ELEM
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR
KITCHEN
BATHS
HEAT
ELECT
EFF.YR/AGE
COND
FUNC
ECON
DEPR
RCNLD

17

53,272
CD
A
A
N
N
N
A

1957 / 62

20 20 %
0
0
20 % GD

80
$42,600

Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487‐7020
Fax (508) 487‐7040

Property Owners of Record:

RICHARD B SMITH TR
C/O 19 CENTRAL STREET PARTNERS
231 NEWTONVILLE AVE
NEWTON, MA 02458

Address of Property:

19 CENTRAL STREET, UNIT 4
PROVINCETOWN, MA 02657

Assessors Map: 7‐2‐101‐3‐004
Book/Page: 32762‐174
DEED RESTRICTION
Pursuant to the approval of a building permit for 19 Central Street Unit 4 in accordance with
Provincetown Board of Health Regulations, the Provincetown Board of Health has placed the following
conditions on the property located at the above‐indicated address:
1. Record conditions, noted below, at the Registry of Deeds to run with the property with a COPY TO
THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
2. Pursuant to building plans BLD‐20‐2127 dated 8/24/2020, the structure is not intended as a
bedroom and shall not be used as a bedroom or for sleeping purposes.
3. This parcel has a total of 4 condominium units, with Units 1‐3 totaling 258 gallons per day (gpd)
allocation on the Provincetown Municipal Sewer System by Title 5 design flow. Unit 4 has no
wastewater design flow, with zero gpd allocation as permitted under Provincetown Board of
Health regulations defining properly permitted Artist’s Studio.

[signature page follows]
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ACCEPTANCE OF DEED RESTRICTION
The Town of Provincetown, acting by and through its Health Agent as approved in public hearing by the
Board of Health on March 18, 2021 and pursuant to its authority under the provisions of 310 CMR
15.000 et seq., hereby accepts the foregoing Deed Restriction on this __________day of _____________,
20___.

SAMPLE
TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN,
On Behalf of its Board of Health,

______________________________________
Lezli Rowell, Health Agent
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New Business:
Local Upgrade Approval
Request:
5 Fishburn Court
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Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487-7020
Fax (508) 487-7040

AGENDA ACTION REQUEST
Board of Health Meeting Date:

April 15, 2021

Project Location:
Applicant Name:
Representative:
Date Requested: 3/22/2021

5 Fishburn Court
Donna Flax
J.C. Ellis Design Company, Inc.
Map & Parcel: 12‐3‐65‐0

Title 5 Local Upgrade Approval Request:
Board of Health Variance Request:
Administrative Consent Order Request:
Other:

Yes
Yes
Yes

X

No
No X
No X

HEALTH AGENT’S REPORT: Reviewing Sanitarian, Hillary Greenberg Lemos
I have reviewed the application submitted by J.C. Ellis Design for an upgrade to the system
serving 5 Fishburn Court. The variances seem reasonable based on the constraints on the lot.
There is no increase in flow proposed. The variances as presented are approvable under Local
Upgrade Approval.
HEALTH AGENT’S RPORT: Reviewing Health Agent, Lezli Rowell
Review of Health records for this property confirms a history of 5 bedrooms with a 1986
‘Disposal Works Construction Permit’ and ‘Certificate of Compliance’ issued. There are no
actual engineering plans on file. The upgrade plan proposes to serve a two‐family dwelling unit
containing 4 bedrooms and a 1‐BR studio structure.
The designer submits an upgrade with various dimensional variances and a reduction of the
required soil absorption system area (SAS), as allowed under local upgrade approval (LUA):
15.404: Maximum Feasible Compliance ‐ Approvals for Upgrades
… (d) the soil absorption system shall be designed to provide as much of the
required area as possible on the facility served … The Approving Authority may
reduce the required soil absorption system area no more than 25%, as provided
in 310 CMR 15.405(1).

1
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The designer is proposing 24% soil absorption system (SAS) area calculation reduction:
The design flow for 5 bedrooms is 550 gpd; 421.06 gpd is provided.
A minimum of 412.5 gpd meets the “no more than 25%” reduction threshold.
The LUA request to reduce cellar setback is met with the engineering mitigation of flow barrier
surrounding the SAS (see construction notes #16 for 40‐mil poly liner). The request for reduced
separation between septic components and the water line is addressed by construction note
#19, to sleeve the lines. The proposed setbacks are substantially the same as between the
existing leach pit (to be removed) and the water line, so the upgrade is an improvement by
applying the line protection.
The upgrade also provides compliance with 310 CMR 15 “Title 5” at .223 (b): “When designed to
serve facilities other than a single family dwelling unit … a two compartment tank or two tanks
in series are required.” Proposed tank #1 = 1,500 gallons, and tank #2 =1,000 gallons, more than
meeting the requirement that “at a minimum, the total, combined effective liquid capacity of
both tanks in series or of the multiple compartment tank shall not be less than 1,500 gallons.”
Other notes: The Board should require that design notes for proper abandonment of existing
septic system components takes place under ‘Disposal System Abandon’ application to record
leach pit pumped dry, removed and fill with clean medium sand.
I recommend deed recording approved Local Upgrade Approval and conditions.
The Board may choose one of the following motions, or a motion of their own choosing:
Motion: Move to grant the requested Local Upgrade Approval of the J.C. Ellis Design septic
system upgrade plan dated February 18, 2021 for 5 Fishburn Court, to serve a total of five
bedrooms in two structures with a design flow of 550 gpd, subject to the following conditions:
 Local Upgrade Approval includes reduction in the calculated soil absorption system
size, with requirements for flow barrier around leaching components and protective
sleeving of the water lines.
 Notice of this Local Upgrade Approval and conditions shall be deed recorded, with
proof of recording required prior to issuance of the ‘Disposal System Construction
Permit’ in install the upgrade system.
 The Board of Health requires proper abandonment of the existing septic system
documented under a ‘Disposal System Abandon’ application to record the leach pit
pumped dry, removed and filled with clean medium sand. ‘Abandon’ application must
be filed prior to the ‘Disposal System Construction Permit’ closure with a ‘Certificate
of Compliance.’
Motion: Move to deny the requested Local Upgrade Approval to 5 Fishburn Court and require
plans revised … [Board’s discretion, eliminate specified variance].
2
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BOARD OF HEALTH ACTION
Moved:
Seconded:
Vote:

3
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New Business:
Update on COVID‐19
Efforts

29

Old Business /
Any Other Business /
Approval of Minutes

30

Town of Provincetown
February 18, 2021

PUBLIC MEETING
NOTE: THIS IS A REMOTE PARTICIPATION MEETING
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law,
G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 23, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people
that may gather in one place, and Chapter 53 of the Acts of 2020, this meeting of the Provincetown Board of
Health will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the
general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Provincetown website, at https://www.provincetown-ma.gov/.
For this meeting, members of the public who wish to watch/listen and participate in the meeting may do so in
the following manner:
1. Watch on The Community Channel 99 and PTV GOV Channel 18, as well as an online livestream of PTV
GOV at http://www.provincetowntv.org/watch.html
2. To participate in this meeting, dial (833) 579-7589. When prompted, enter the following conference number: 607 390 336#. Please do not speak until the chair or the meeting moderator asks for public comments
or questions. If possible, please mute your phone until you are called upon to speak.
No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure
that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we
are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Provincetown website an audio or video recording
or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting.

The Provincetown Board of Health will hold a public meeting on Thursday, February 18, 2021
at 4 p.m. in the Judge Welsh Room at Provincetown Town Hall, 260 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA.
Board Members Present: Steve Katsurinis, Chair; Dr. Susan Troyan, Vice Chair; Dr. Janet
Whelan; Dr. Elise Cozzi; Irv Morgan, Alternate; Chris Hartley, Alternate
Board Members Absent: Kalliope Chute
Other attendees: Morgan Clark, Health Director; Lezli Rowell, Health Agent
Ms. Rowell conducts a roll call for quorum.
Steve Katsurinis, Present
Dr. Susan Troyan, Present
Dr. Janet Whelan, Present
Dr. Elise Cozzi, Present
Kalliope Chute, no response
Chris Hartley, Here
Irv Morgan, Here
Mr. Katsurinis calls the Board of Health to order at 4:00 p.m.
Ms. Rowell reads the preliminary information to begin the meeting.

Board of Health

February 18, 2021
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I. Public Comments
(None)
II. New Business (Votes may be taken on any item)
Mr. Katsurinis addresses the voting procedures and clarifies any confusion that transpired at the last
meeting. He notes moving forward he will announce who will be voting as an alternate before the
vote.
a. Update on COVID-19 efforts
Discussion: Ms. Clark reports on the community needs, such as groceries and rent. She gives a
background on the state’s vaccination planning. She expresses her frustration with how far folks
have to travel to receive the vaccine. She feels the state’s vaccine roll out is unfair and she will be
fighting for local options for Provincetown. She expresses her thoughts on the letter from Secretary
Sudders.
III. Old Business (Votes may be taken on any item)
(None)
IV. Any other business that shall properly come before the Board (Votes may be taken)
Discussion: Ms. Rowell and Ms. Clark bring up the topic of shared bathrooms to the board. Mr.
Katsurinis asks the board for their thoughts and comments on how this would fit in into their reopening plan. Dr. Troyan expresses she would like to keep the policy they have in place and with the
same measures. Mr. Katsurinis discusses his thoughts on the board continuing to have stricter local
orders than the governor’s order. Dr. Troyan says the state recognizes the high risk factor with
shared bathrooms because she references when gyms opened, their shared bathrooms could not. Mr.
Katsurinis requests to put this item on the agenda for the next meeting. No objection was heard.
V. Approval of Minutes (Votes may be taken)
Motion: to approve the minutes from November 19, 2020
Discussion: Mr. Katsurinis asks for unanimous consent to adopt the minutes as drafted. No objection
was heard and the minutes are approved.
VI. Health Department Report (Votes may be taken)
Discussion: Ms. Rowell discusses the tonnage report of the commercial refuse haulers on solid
waste disposal. She describes her participation in the Barnstable County drive-through vaccination
clinic that was last week. She positively notes the staffing and the organization of the clinic. Lastly,
she updates the board on the pre-application meetings for new or potential transferred restaurant
licenses. She explains the plan review process and the pre-operational inspections that are conducted
from the Health Department.
VII. Board Members’ Statements (Votes may be taken)
Dr. Susan Troyan gives thanks to Ms. Clark and Ms. Rowell for their extra work.
Motion: to adjourn.

Board of Health

February 18, 2021
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Motion: Dr. Susan Troyan

Seconded: Dr. Elise Cozzi

Mr. Katsurnis notes it is the regular board members and Irv Morgan whose votes will count.
Ms. Rowell conducts a roll call vote to adjourn.
Steve Katsurinis, Aye
Dr. Janet Whelan, Aye
Dr. Elise Cozzi, Aye
Irv Morgan, Aye
Vote carries unanimously and the Board of Health adjourns at 4:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy White
Approved by ___________________________ on ____________________, 2021
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Town of Provincetown
260 Commercial Street
Provincetown, MA 02657
Board of Health Meeting Date:

Board of Health
Telephone (508) 487‐7020
Fax (508) 487‐7040

April 15, 2021

Health Department Report: Lezli Rowell, Health Agent
FOG Report from the Sewer Team: The Health Agent shared with the BOH a June, 2020 report at the beginning of
COVID‐19 Re‐Opening from the sewer team noting “we would [usually] start to see a thick FOG mat developing on
top of the sequencing batch reactor (SBRi) water surface and the FOG mat would continue to build up and get worse
throughout the summer. As the photos show, the SBR surface looked great at that time.” However, a big uptick
followed (~300,000 gpd) when limited indoor seating was allowed.

As requested, I’ve asked the WWTF and sewer team for their comments about the FOG impacts throughout the
2020 season. A month‐by‐month chart of average FOG concentrations is shown below.
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(Please note: one sample per month is taken during the off‐season, as required by the GWDP, but
during July/August, AECOM conducts a supplemental sampling program that includes an additional
six or so samples per month).
Oil/grease levels were elevated through most of 2020, and into this year.




The low levels of foam referenced in June 2020 increased through the remainder of the season
The foam usually dissipates in fall/winter, but this year, it did not.
Micro‐analysis of the foam indicates that it is consistent with the types of organisms that thrive on O&G.

Fiscal Year‐to‐date (FYTD) flows through March 28th [chart, below] indicates volumes are only 4.2% off the preceding
year.
 Flows were depressed in the spring of 2020
 Flows increased in the summer following COVID‐19 Re‐Opening
 Flows have been higher than previous years through the fall and winter.
This seems consistent with the observation Cape‐wide that people that would normally only be seasonal are staying
year‐round due to the increased prevalence of telecommuting.

This combination of elevated flow and elevated O&G concentrations translates to higher O&G mass loadings to the
plant. The foam issue at the WWTF took a little longer to establish itself last season, but once it did, was as bad/ or
worse than previous years, and has yet to dissipate.
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Review of Grease Trap Pumping Compliance: Despite the year that 2020 was, there appears to be a high level of
compliance with the Board’s requirement to schedule at least one of the annual pumpings to occur between July 1 –
August 31. As part of the Health Agent’s review of full service food establishment license renewals, I look up the
reports filed in our permitting system to report external grease trap pumpings. In previous years, I conducted this
compliance sweep typically in January, separate from the license applications but with our new portal, this method is
a useful improvement. Of the Food Service Establishments that opened in 2020, 85% scheduled at least one of the
annual pumpings to meet this peak season requirement, and 5% missed the 7/1 – 8/31/20 date range with their
pumpings. The balance of 10% do not appear to have performed the required external grease trap pumping.
In prior years I have issued warning letters to licensees noting the non‐compliance. Given the hardships on businesses
operating through the pandemic I have held off from formal correspondence and instead used the comment feature
in the permitting portal to remind licensees of the requirements and encourage appropriate planning for this season.
Health also issues news emails from time to time and will include reminders in the next one to plan for all required
external grease trap pumpings in their 2021 schedule.
Health Department Report: Morgan Clark, Health Director
Attached please find the ‘Draft Community Needs’ overview that resulted from the April 6, 2021 regular meeting of
the Provincetown ‘Meeting Needs’ coalition of Town departments, health and human service agencies and faith
community partners.

i

The sequencing batch reactor (SBR) is a fill‐and‐ draw activated sludge system for wastewater treatment. In this system, wastewater is
added to a single “batch” reactor, treated to remove undesirable components, and then discharged. See
https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/sbr_new.pdf for more detailed information.
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DRAFT COMMUNITY NEEDS
Provincetown Meeting Needs Group
April 6, 2021
The Provincetown Meeting Needs group is a coalition of Town departments, health and human
service agencies, and faith community partners that meet regularly since the onset of the
coronavirus pandemic to work together to discuss and meet existing and emerging needs of the
community.
Below is an overview of needs that were discussed briefly among the members of the Meeting
Needs group at its regular meeting on April 6, 2021. Some needs the group feels they can
address as a group, some they welcome Town support to address working in concert with the
group. They are organized thematically. Items in bold are needs that could be addressed in a
more abbreviated time frame.
Please note - the group requests that these issues be looked at as regional issues with other
outer cape towns, as the borders between the towns are quite porous when it comes to our
working populations.

TRANSPORTATION
●
●

●

A handicap-accessible van that is available for interagency use
A travel voucher program for Provincetown residents of all ages who are
transported to the hospital and need transport home
○ Better communication between hospital and local agencies on discharge
processes
Transportation to existing youth programming - many families have trouble
getting to programming

FOOD ACCESS
●

Off hour (nights and weekends) pantry

CHILD CARE
●

Off hour (nights and weekends) child care

1
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●
●

More youth programming
Incentivize and support residents in offering child care

TARGETED PROGRAMMING
●
●

Town hires outreach workers to underrepresented communities
Offer ESL classes locally

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
●
●

Community Crisis Intervention Team
More substance use disorder programming and services

HOUSING
●
●
●

●
●

Rooms for those in short term housing crisis
Affordable rent so people can save to buy
Senior housing
○ Maushope waitlist is 7-10 years, and nothing new has been built since Maushope
was developed.
Worker housing
Housing to fit families

SUPPORTIVE SERVICES
●

●
●

Incentivize and support outer cape residents to become CNAs and home health aides,
as this workforce is severely understaffed and regional agencies often cannot send
workers to outer cape homes
Hire CNAs on town staff to help residents stay in their homes
A Nauset Neighbors-like program to assist residents to stay in their homes

LEGAL SERVICES
●

Offer legal services, particularly for immigration issues, locally. Outer cape residents
have a hard time getting to services in Hyannis.
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